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Discover why Breckland is the place  
to grow your business in Norfolk
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Breckland offers all these benefits. 

Breckland is the heartland of the East of England, which is one of the UK’s 
most dynamic regions1. We are ideally located for Norwich, Cambridge and 
Ipswich, three of the UK’s 10 fastest growing urban areas2. Here you will find 
space to grow, good links to national and international markets, a talented 
workforce – and an enviable quality of life.

Our region combines an attractive rural landscape with elegant market 
towns and thriving business communities. We’re home to fast growing 
enterprises at the cutting edge of manufacturing, engineering and 
technology. Many of them operate along the rapidly developing 100km 
Cambridge Norwich Tech Corridor, which runs right through our district.

Breckland council actively invests in infrastructure and facilities that support 
enterprise and improve residents’ lives. We take a pro-business attitude 
to planning and driving economic growth. Read on to discover more 
opportunities in Breckland – or contact our InvestBreckland team today at 
investbreckland.org. 

We look forward to helping you succeed here. 

William Nunn
Leader, Breckland Council

In Breckland, your business can benefit from:

1. Affordable space for your development, thanks to competitive 
land prices and a positive planning environment

2. Support from commercially minded councillors and officers 
who are ‘Open for Business’

3. Easy access to world-class science and technology research 
centres in Norwich, Cambridge and Ipswich, all less than 
2-hours from London

4. Opportunities to export to international markets via Norwich 
International Airport, London Stansted Airport, and Port of 
Felixstowe, the United Kingdom’s busiest container port

5. Networking across the East of England – one of the UK’s 
fastest growing regions1

6. Living in an area renowned for its natural beauty – with low 
crime rates, good schools, clean air, and a rich culture of 
history, arts, and sports, as well as delicious local food

7.  Innovation in the dynamic Cambridge Norwich Tech 
Corridor, with its related clusters of advanced manufacturing 
and engineering companies.

Key facts about the East of England (EoE)1

 Second fastest growing UK region in 
2017 (real gross value added up 2.5% 
year on year)

 Home to 9.3% of the UK’s population
 Generates 8.4% of GDP 
 Third highest GDP per person in the 

UK at around £21,500
 One of the lowest unemployment 

rates (3.9% compared to 4.4% nationally) 
 The UK’s fourth largest  

exporting region 
 Highest proportion of innovation 

active businesses in the UK 
 Accounts for 25% of private sector 

R&D investment in the UK 
 Second highest gross R&D expenditure 

in the UK, equal to 3.36% of GDP (twice 
the national average of 1.67%)

 Four key technology strengths 
(according to the government’s Science 
& Innovation Audit) in: Life Sciences, 
Agri-tech, Advanced Materials and 
Manufacturing and ICT.

1 Source: Eurostat 2018 and ONS  |  2 Source: Irwin Mitchell UK Powerhouse report 2018.

Welcome 
to Breckland

Seven good reasons to 
move your enterprise 
to the heart of the East

When looking to grow 
your business, you’ll need 
affordable space and strong 
business networks. You’ll 
want a community that 
welcomes you and a council 
with an investment mindset. 
You’d also appreciate a 
family-friendly environment 
that helps you attract and 
retain talented employees.
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The 100km Cambridge Norwich 
Tech Corridor, which follows the 
line of the A11, represents one of 
the most exciting development 
opportunities in the UK. It connects 
two of the UK’s fastest growing 
urban economies – Norwich and 
Cambridge – and their globally 
important technology and life 
sciences research clusters. Between 
them, these two cities are nurturing 
a thriving ecosystem of knowledge-
intensive businesses and enterprise 
networks that stretches across  
the region.

Cambridge is justifiably famous for 
its university and science parks, 
and as a valuable tech cluster with 
specialisms in AI, robotics and big 
data. Norwich is also building an 
international reputation for the 
quality of its universities – University 
of East Anglia and Norwich 
University of the Arts – and as a 
centre for life sciences. Institutes 
on Norwich Research Park are 
performing a strategically important 
role in the study of food, soil and 
human health and sustainability. 

Breckland is at the heart of the Cambridge Norwich 
Tech Corridor with good rail and road links to both 
cities. That makes it the perfect location for any  
high-growth business looking for both affordable  
office or industrial space and a strong innovation 
culture. Here you will find advanced manufacturing, 
engineering and logistics businesses, as well med-tech 
and agri-tech innovators.

We now have three significant clusters developing along 
the Cambridge Norwich Tech Corridor, in the south of 
the district. These are around Thetford, Snetterton and 
Attleborough, where the focus tends to be on advanced 
engineering and manufacturing. In the north, along 
the A47, there’s an increasing concentration of service 
companies near Swaffham and Dereham.

Many engineering companies in the region are also 
benefiting from their proximity to the East of England 
Energy Coast. Once a major hub for servicing the North 
Sea gas fields, it is now a key part of the UK’s move to 
renewable energy, with some of the world’s largest 
wind-farms rising out of our coastal waters. A number 
of global energy companies are establishing operations 
and maintenance centres in the region, and are keen to 
work with the local supply chain.

Build your 
business in the 
centre of the 
Cambridge 
Norwich  
Tech Corridor
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Automotive and motor sport

If you ask motor sport fans about Norfolk, they will 
almost certainly talk about the iconic Lotus racing car, 
built at Hethel. However, many will also mention days 
out at the famous Snetterton motor racing circuit, 
owned by ex-FI driver Jonathan Palmer. As well as 
hosting various races throughout the year, it is used by 
many leading motorsport manufacturers as a test track.

This affinity with the sport has helped attract specialist 
automotive manufacturers to the region. For instance, 
just down the road at Thetford, the global automotive 
parts supplier Multimatic Inc has its European Technical 
Centre. Here it designs and supplies suspension 
components for many of the world’s top motor racing 
and sports car companies.

Logistics 

Businesses in Breckland benefit from excellent 
connections with the rest of the UK and Europe. 
Facilitating these links are companies like Johnston 
Logistics UK, at Snetterton, and Century Logistics, with 
multiple sites in East Anglia, including Thetford. 

Johnston provides bonded warehousing and 
fulfilment services to a range of clients including major 
supermarkets, FMCG manufacturers, and food and 
drink producers. Century specialises in linking the retail 
industry with Felixstowe, the UK’s largest container port, 
as well as providing valuable services such as reworking 
goods and returns processing. Both are conveniently 
close to the A11, in the centre of the Cambridge 
Norwich Tech Corridor.

Advanced engineering  
and manufacturing

A critical link in our regional supply chain, this sector 
supports many other industries. 

A good example of the success this brings is Warren 
Services, which has Multimatic as one of its clients.  
The company specialises in designing, machining, 
welding and fabricating high value components and 
mechanical/electrical sub assemblies at its modern 
facilities in Thetford. It serves clients in sectors 
as diverse as automotive, food packaging, and 
construction (particularly event staging – it once  
built a 60ft robot for a Take That concert).  

Another engineering company in Thetford that  
serves the construction industry is Trox UK. It 
designs and manufactures heating, ventilation and 
air conditioning (HVAC) technology. Over the last 50 
years, it has built an outstanding reputation for design 
expertise and product innovation. 

Meanwhile, in Attleborough, Eastern Attachments 
designs and fabricates loader attachments for 
agricultural and construction vehicles. It specialises in 
using low alloy steels with greater yield strength and 
resistance to deformation than standard mild steels. 
These advanced materials, combined with modern 
production technologies, enable the company to 
produce stronger, lighter equipment than many of  
its competitors. 

Food processing and packaging

Farms in Norfolk have an excellent reputation for 
growing high quality produce, from wheat, barley and 
mustard, to potatoes, poultry and pork. It is hardly 
surprising that we are also home to some of the UK’s 
biggest food processors. Two of them – Hook 2 Sisters 
Food Group (which owns the famous Bernard Matthews 
brand) and Cranswick plc (which also owns Crown 
Chicken) have major operations in Breckland.

Not only humans benefit from Norfolk’s fresh food. The 
vets and nutritionists at Natures Menu Ltd are Europe’s 
leading experts in the production of raw and raw-
inspired pet foods. The firm recently completed a £17m 
investment in new state of the art processing facilities at 
Snetterton, where it now employs around 200 people. 

Other manufacturing companies in the region with links 
to the food production sector include Camvac Limited 
in Thetford and Ultimet Films Limited in Attleborough. 
Camvac was the first in Europe to produce food-contact 
grade metallised film, which significantly extends the 
shelf life of fresh and processed foods. Ultimet is a 
leading supplier of vacuum-coated metallised films used 
in a range of industrial applications, including packaging 
for snacks, ready meals and pet food.

DISCOVER  
SUCCESS IN  
BRECKLAND

The business community 
in Breckland has its roots in 
our strong agricultural and 
manufacturing heritage. It 
also reflects our strategic 
location on two major roads 
– the A11 and A47 – that link 
Norfolk with the rest of the 
UK. As a result, our industries 
range from food processing 
and packaging companies, 
to equipment makers, 
automotive specialists and 
logistics companies.

Business in the  
region include

 2 Sisters Food Group

 Abel Homes

 Advanced Air UK

 Banham Poultry

 Banham Zoo

 Baxters Healthcare

 Boniface

 Bunning Agricultural Engineers

 Camvac

 Centurion Safety

 Century Logistics

 Cranswick

 Foulger Transport

 Johnston Logistics

 Lee & Plumpton

 Motorsport Vision

 Multimatic

 Natures Menu

 Natures Diet

 R G Carters Construction

 Pearn Wyatt & Son

 Shadwell Estates

 Trox UK

 Vanilla Electronics

 Warren Services
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Breckland 
connects you 
with a world of 
research and 
innovation

The East of England – particularly  
the Cambridge Norwich Tech 
Corridor – is home to globally 
important science parks and  
research institutes. There are also  
a growing number of innovation  
hubs specialising in advanced 
engineering and technology.  
Together they develop 
groundbreaking ideas and  
support the commercialisation  
of research through effective  
business collaboration.

Within 45-minutes’ drive3 of most Breckland  
market towns

 Norwich Research Park – one of 
Europe’s largest single-site life 
sciences clusters. Home to the 
University of East Anglia (UEA), 
the Norfolk and Norwich University 
Hospital and four of the UK’s strategic 
research institutes: The Sainsbury 
Laboratory, John Innes Centre, 
Quadram Institute and Earlham 
Institute. Between them, they employ 
around 12,000 people, including 3,000 
scientists, researchers and clinicians. 

 The Enterprise Centre at the UEA – 
one of the UK’s greenest commercial 
buildings and an inspirational example 
of sustainable architecture built with 
local, renewable materials. Used as an 
education and incubation space by the 
Norwich Business School for student-
led start-ups. Has a vibrant mix of 
business tenants creating a successful 
eco-business hub. 

 Hethel Engineering Centre (HEC) – an 
award-winning innovation hub, next 
door to the Lotus car factory. HEC 
supports the advanced engineering and 
manufacturing sector with office and 
factory space as well as start-up, scale-
up and commercialisation programmes.

Within 90-minutes’ drive3 of most Breckland  
market towns

 St John’s Innovation Centre, 
Cambridge – established in 1987 
as part of St John’s Innovation Park. 
Supports start-ups and scale-ups, 
particularly in the technology sector.

 Cambridge Science Park – established 
in 1970 by Trinity College. Comprising 
1.7 million sq ft <m2?> of high 
specification offices and laboratories 
set in 60 hectares. More than 100 
organisations, from start-ups to leading 
technology companies, employing 
6,500 people. 

 Granta Park, Cambridge – established 
in 1998, an important business and 
science cluster offering offices and 
R&D laboratories to life science 
organisations of any size. Residents 
include MedImmune, Illumina, Pfizer, 
and PPD. 

 Adastral Park, Ipswich – home 
to BT’s global R&D headquarters 
and a growing cluster (Innovation 
Martlesham) of advanced ICT 
companies, including Cisco, Intel  
and Nokia.

3 Source of drive times https://app.traveltimeplatform.com and Google Maps.  
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Snetterton…

is our largest and newest development site, with 
potential to create 3,200 jobs. It even has its own 
38?/44?MW biomass power station: BWSC East Anglia 
Ltd. We are supporting plans to use this local clean 
energy source as part of a £3.4m upgrade to the site’s 
electricity infrastructure.

There is already a thriving commercial and industrial 
community in the vicinity. Many businesses take 
advantage of easy access to the A11 linking Norwich to 
Cambridge, Stansted and London. Johnston Logistics 
UK even has its own rail-head that connects with the 
national freight network.

Engineering, manufacturing and automotive companies, 
in particular, will find opportunities to build on this 
success. These sectors already have a strong regional 
supply chain. As well as neighbouring Snetteron motor 
racing circuit, we have Multimatic, Lotus, and numerous 
specialist technology companies at the Hethel 
Engineering Centre within easy reach.   

The site has around 68?81? hectares ready for 
development, with purchase, leasehold, ‘design and 
build’, and joint venture options. There is capacity for 
an estimated 200,000m2 of office, industrial or logistics 
facilities, as well potential (and demand) for a hotel. 
Planners are also considering a proposal to add a further 
20 hectares to the site.

Thetford Enterprise Park …

is an exciting proposal for a major technology-focused, 
work/live community, within 35-minutes drive of 
leading research centres in Norwich and Cambridge. 
The 18-hectare site is ideally located beside the A11 and 
close to Thetford railway station, with regular and direct 
links to both cities. Significant investment has been put 
aside for infrastructure, energy and a pump priming 
fund is available.  It is also next to a planned sustainable 
urban extension of the town, called Thetford Kingsfleet, 
with 5,000 attractive and affordable new build homes.

Thetford already has a substantial established 
manufacturing cluster with a skilled local workforce. 
The Thetford Enterprise Park offers land purchase, 
leasehold and joint venture opportunities, with capacity 
for 52,940m2 of B1/B2 employment space, as well as 
potential for a hotel. Breckland and Norfolk County 
Council are building a new roundabout that will ensure 
easy access to the A11

Thetford Kingsfleet …

is visionary plan for a mixed live/work development  
next to the A11, just north of Thetford town centre  
and close to the railway station. The ambition is to 
create a thriving, sustainable community, with a  
wide choice of high-quality homes designed to 
suit modern lifestyles. There will also be extensive 
community facilities, including allotments, playing  
fields and public parks, as well as easy access to  
local employment opportunities. 

Nationally respected developers will build the 5,000 
properties, in phases, along with retail space. The  
site includes 22 hectares of employment land (in 
addition to the neighbouring Thetford Enterprise  
Park) for purchase, leasehold and joint ventures.  
This is suitable for commercial and industrial uses,  
with capacity for an estimated 85,000m2 of B1, B2  
and B8 employment facilities. 

Discover 
development 
opportunities  
in Breckland

Breckland med-tech 
success story

 Healthcare Ltd has 
been a global leader in 
healthcare innovation 
for over 80 years. It 
employs around 50,000 
people worldwide, 
including approximately 
1,250 people across 
12 sites in the UK. Its 
factory in Thetford, 
where it employs 
around 450 people and 
continues to invest in 
production facilities, 
is the only UK-based 
manufacturer of sterile 
IV solutions and bags.

We are supporting  
three new development 

zones along the  
Cambridge Norwich Tech 

Corridor to encourage 
economic growth.
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Two of our towns – Thetford and Attleborough – have 
ambitious plans to build 5,000 new homes each, to 
exploit their central location on the Cambridge Norwich 
Tech Corridor. Swaffham and Dereham, on the A47, are 
also set for growth to support the thriving farming and 
food processing industry. Our fifth market town, Watton, 
stands at the heart of the district, and is seeing modest 
development in keeping with its rural setting. 

A family friendly environment

Breckland has one of the UK’s most beautiful and 
distinctive landscapes. Here you’ll find ancient purple 
heathland, the country’s largest lowland forest, rare 
wildlife and vast blue skies. You can enjoy them most of 
the year as we receive the lowest rainfall in the country, 
which means we tend to enjoy long hot summers and 
bright crisp winters.

Particular attractions in Breckland include  
Peddars Way, a former Roman road running 46 miles 
from Suffolk to the North Norfolk coast. High Lodge,  
in Thetford Forest, is popular with walkers, cyclists and 
adventurers who enjoy the thrill of climbing through 
trees on the Go Ape trail. Grimes Graves takes you back 
5,000 years to a time when Breckland was the centre 
of the flint mining industry – while our numerous 
museums encourage young and old to explore our  
rich heritage.

Homes – and offices – in and around our market towns 
are more affordable than in more crowded areas of the 
UK. Rates of crime and air pollution are both low – while 
life expectancy and overall quality of life indicators 
are high. We have good schools and are within easy 
reach of excellent universities – as well as two beautiful 
historic cities: Norwich and Cambridge.

Work live and 
play in Breckland

AROUND 135,000 
PEOPLE ALREADY 
ENJOY LIFE 
IN OUR FIVE 
MARKET TOWNS 
AND BEAUTIFUL 
COUNTRYSIDE. 

When you choose to  
work or live in Breckland, 
we’ll ensure you receive  
a warm welcome.
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WE’RE 
DETERMINED 
TO HELP YOU 
SUCCEED

Our ambition is for Breckland to become the East 
of England’s largest advanced engineering and 
manufacturing centre with a focus on Industry 4.0 
technologies. We are particularly keen to support 
businesses that capitalise on innovative ideas created in 
the Cambridge Norwich Tech Corridor. That includes 
companies specialising in agri-tech, clean-tech, robotics, 
or the use of AI to transform production in the food 
manufacturing, construction and automotive sectors. 

 We can provide you with the space and connectivity to 
grow and prosper. This includes grants and other types 
of funding through organisations like the New Anglia 
LEP and local angel investor networks. We have already 
secured some £15m of public investment in essential 
infrastructure for our housing and employment sites, to 
ensure a great choice of places to base your business.

We are active investors in our own community, using 
our council reserves and other funds. Our aim, when 
selecting investment projects, is to support economic 
development in the region and create worthwhile jobs. 
We are also working on strategic development projects 
to improve facilities in our town centres to enhance the 
living standards for all our residents. 

At the same time, we are determined to protect 
Breckland’s quality of life and biodiversity for generations 
to come. Our aim is for developments to be sustainable 
and in keeping with the local area. We want you to enjoy 
living here as much as you enjoy working here.

Thank you for taking the time to read 
this prospectus. We hope you found it 
interesting and useful. Our InvestBreckland 
team is ready to help you make the move 
to our region. 

Contact us today to discover more benefits 
of working and living in the heart of the 
East of England. Find out how you can 
tap into the dynamic growth across our 
region, particularly along the Cambridge 
Norwich Tech Corridor. Ask us for an 
introduction to other businesses who have 
succeeded here – or see our website for 
more details on our development sites.  

01362 656870
hello@investinbreckland.co.uk
investinbreckland.co.uk



Breckland Council 
Elizabeth House, Walpole Loke, 
Dereham, Norfolk, NR19 1EE 
01362 656870
hello@investinbreckland.co.uk 
investinbreckland.co.uk 

Choose Breckland for 
growth opportunities


